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SESG Djinnit Commends South Africa's Commitment to Peace and Security in 

the Great Lakes Region, Encourages Country to Help Catalyze Greater 

Regional Cooperation  

 
Pretoria, 12 September 2014 - Special Envoy Said Djinnit completed a two-day visit to South 

Africa, as part of his first tour of signatory countries of the Peace, Security and Cooperation (PSC) 

Framework for the DRC and the region. The Special Envoy met with Minister of International 

Relations and Cooperation, Ms. Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, Minister of Defence and Military 

Veterans, Ms. Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula, and Minister of State Security, Mr. David Mahlobo.  

 

“South Africa is a crucial regional partner. South African troops in the United Nations Force 

Intervention Brigade in DRC play a vital role in maintaining stability in eastern DRC, and I 

commend the dedication of South African men and women to this fundamental task. As a signatory 

country to the PSC Framework, South Africa further helps establish key linkages between the 

ICGLR and SADC and spur regional cooperation on priority issues under the Framework", Mr. 

Djinnit said.  

 

Special Envoy Djinnit and South African officials discussed progress in the implementation of the 

PSC Framework, focusing in particular on neutralization of negative forces, and the need to 

strengthen regional relations. “I am pleased with the constructive discussions I had and the support 

I received in South Africa for my mandate. I look forward to working closely with the Government 

of South Africa, as a PSC Framework signatory country and Chair of the SADC Organ for Politics, 

Defence and Security, to make progress on some of the most urgent issues we face under the 

Framework, such as the FDLR. I am also pleased with South Africa’s pledge of support for an 

upcoming Great Lakes Private Sector Investment Conference, which shows a shared long-term 

vision under the PSC Framework towards lasting peace and greater economic development for the 

region”, according to Mr. Djinnit. 
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